
From: Peter Walker
Sent: 26 October 2016 10:45
To: complaints
Cc: Ged Curran; Chief Executive; Paul Evans
Subject: Complaint about Councillor Stephen Alambritis

The Complaints Team,
Merton Civic Centre,
London Road,
Morden, SM4 5DX

Complaint about Councillor Stephen Alambritis
Leaflet signed by him makes it clear he will 

ignore expensive public consultation exercise
Dear Complaints team

At the beginning of September this year, Merton Council Leader, Stephen 
Alambritis promised he would be 

“fully consulting residents on next year’s budget and if they tell me they want 
to pay more, in the light of demographic changes, then I will follow their 
lead”.  

The consultation exercise started on 9 September and was finish on 4 
November.  The Council website which is hosting the consultation (see link 
https://consult.merton.gov.uk/KMS/elab.aspx?noip=1&CampaignId=588) 
exercise states: 

“We want to know what you think. Would you be willing to pay extra council 
tax in 2017/18 and 2018/19? If so, how much extra? Would you prefer any 
additional council tax to help reduce the cuts to just one council service (adult 
social care), or all areas?”

However Councillor Alambritis has now issued his own letter to local residents 
where he makes it clear that he has made his mind up and the result of the 
consultation will be ignored if it is not the result he wants.

In his letter to local residents issued earlier this month (attached), and before 
the consultation exercise has finished, he states: ”We are therefore strongly 
minded not to increase council tax for the next two years, especially whilst 
Brexit is being negotiated”
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This extraordinary intervention in a consultation exercise paid for by the 
Council brings into question the whole validity of the exercise.  It appears that 
Councillor Alambritis is making it clear that he and Merton Council will ignore 
any result which does not agree with their views.  

Accordingly I wish to make a formal complaint about the action taken by 
Councillor Alambritis in saying he wishes to hear the views of residents and 
then making it clear he has made up his mind before the consultation ends.

Yours sincerely

Peter Walker 

Cc Ged Curran and Paul Evans
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